
Ro ta ting  Sta te  Culture C lasses: The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Vocabulary:

Level I: Massach usett s, state , bay, east, west , Bo ston, son g,  fr eedo m,  city, history, flag, college, school
Level II: Ply mo ut h Rock , co lon y,  Cape Cod, Native Amer ican In dian s, an them , Mayf lower , Pinta, 
independence, Patriotic/Patriot, university
Level III: Co lon ial, m issio nar ies, settlers, Democracy, Boston Tea Party, Freedom Trail, Harvard 
University, MIT, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Star Spangled Banner, education

Materials:
-Postage Stamp of Massachusetts (one fo r each student 's passp or t)
-Massachusetts State Quarter (o ne fo r each studen t)
-Map of Massachusetts
-Map of USA
-Books from Massachusetts Tourism Bureau
-Massachusetts State Flag
-United States of America Flag
-Piano
-Songs: "Star  Spangled Ban ner ,"  "Amer ica, Amer ica," "Am erica The Beautiful"

Objectives:

1. Show students where the state  of Massachusetts is, in r elation to the rest o f the states in  the USA. 
Point out the most important locations in Massachusetts (Lexington, Concord, Bo ston , Cape Co d, 
Plymouth)

3. Teach studen ts about the Mayflower and Pinta sh ips; h ow missionaries f rom England landed at 
Plymouth Rock in 1620, and made settlements on the coast of Cape Cod.

4. Teach studen ts about the history of the city o f Bosto n -- how democracy  an d the ideas o f 
freedom/independence orignated in Boston. Also, ex plain  o ther  histo rical th ings, like the  Bo ston  Tea 
Party.

5. Teach studen ts the  patr iotic so ngs all Am ericans know "by heart": "T he Star Sp angled Banner,"  
"America, America," and "America The Beautiful"

6. Ex plain  the ro le o f Bosto n in Am erican culture t oday  --  Boston is a leader especially in h igh er 
education (i.e., Harvard University & M.I.T. ), cultural artistry (Boston Sy mphony Orchestra), and 
medicine (Longwood Medical Center, Mass. Gen eral Hosp ital, etc.)

Critical Thinking Questions / Classroom Discussio n / Journal Wr iting To pics: 

1. Based o n what you n ow kn ow abo ut Massachusetts, please share with the class “where in  Chin a” 
has either a similar history / cultural role

2. What Chin ese songs hav e similar  sign ifican ce to  Chin ese p eop le, as com pared with th e Am erican 
songs you learned today?


